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GLO #4 Critical Thinking/Creative Problem-Solving (Our graduates think rationally, critically, and creatively) aligns with ULAO #4 (Students will think rationally, critically, and creatively to research and analyze a problem, and to propose potential solutions).

Choose the category below that your PLO, and your assignment to measure entry-level and exit-level learning connected with GLO#4, best fit.  If there are multiple categories of fit, you can use Category 5, or measure multiple rows on the rubric. 

4.1 Analysis: Inquire, gather appropriate sources, drill down into data or research a topic 
This is a process of directed inquiry to seek out and go deeply into a variety of concepts, ideas, sources and data which relate to a topic, question, problem or a creative endeavor. 

Learners research or use a process of directed inquiry to seek out and break down information from a variety of sources to explore a topic, question, problem or a creative endeavor.  Learners need to go deeply into the interpretation of data and information in context and the development of inferences from these data/sources. Evidence is examined for context, assumptions, reliability, sources, and limitations. Statements are not accepted at face value, but investigated and questioned. 

Aligns with ULAO 4b. distinguish among ideas, concepts, theories or practical approaches to the problem or question;

4.2 Synthesis: Develop proposed meaning, structure, or perspective from sources/data; propose multiple solutions or hypotheses
This is a process of pulling ideas/data into a meaningful thesis, framework, disciplinary approach, or creative work that address the problem or question. This skill is the action of bringing together selected data or information in appropriate ways and weighing their ability to support one or more potential solutions or hypotheses. Learners could articulate a provisional thesis or make a hypothesis using identified frameworks or perspectives.   

Learners may explore a variety of potential approaches or solutions, and consider the implications of each proposed solution.  This could include identification and articulation of a problem from multiple perspectives as a framework for selection and review of data and relevant evidence. The learner demonstrates ability to clarify meaning, apply reason systematically, and build informed inferences within a framework.  In creative processes, suggested strategies may come from unorthodox sources.  Learners may generate alternatives and describe implications for each one, as part of the process of moving toward the selection of an approach or solution in the next phase. 

Aligns with ULAO 4a. Core Proficiency: identify and frame a problem or question in selected academic disciplines 
4.3 Evaluation: Choose and defend or critique the best solution or approach within a framework; test the hypothesis  
This skill involves coming to a rational conclusion based on evidence and presenting a defense or support of the thesis or chosen approach/solution,  including testing a hypothesis.  Learners present their case for a best alternative/solution while recognizing the implications and limitations of such a recommendation. Learners may describe how the identified solution aligns with or critiques appropriate disciplinary frameworks/viewpoints. This may involve the review and critique of a creative work.  

4.4 Reflection: Self-regulated metacognition, review of the process used
This skill involves puzzling through all steps used in the process to identify strengths and areas for improvement.  Learners reflect on the process of inquiry used, on their skills in forming inferences and building conclusions, of their engagement with the context, assumptions and limitations presented, and on the quality and nature of evidence used to defend conclusions.  Learners use metacognitive strategies and recognize that self-regulation is required for successful critical thinking/problem solving. 

4.5 Critical Thinking/Creative Problem Solving- Undifferentiated 
For assignments that evaluate this GLO but are not focused on one of the above or are a combination of the above. 
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