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ò

ó

òWhen you write for a journal you have to find a way to 

bridge the gap between what you want to say and what 

editors and reviewers, of  a specific journal, at a specific 

point in time, want to hear.ó

Source: Murray, R. (2013). Writing For Academic Journals (Vol. 3rd ed). Maidenhead: McGraw-

Hill Education.



Faculty Barriers 

to Scholarship

1.Difficulties with writing 

2.Limited time/time management

3. Uncertainty where to submit

ÅTools to find information about 

journals

4. Fear of  rejection

ÅTools to find acceptance rates 

Åunderstand your own metrics 



Researching a Journal



Picking a  Journal

1.What are the journalõs topic areas? 

ÅAim for the most similar content

ÅIs it popular in your field?

ÅInterdisciplinary vs subject specific

2.What is the journalõs mission statement? 



Picking a  Journal

3. What are the journalõs impact factors? Aim high but 

not too high.

4. Read recent articles

Åtitles & formatting

ÅCheck the library or use ILL  



Picking a  Journal
1.Is it peer-reviewed double blind?

2.What is the acceptance rate 

(inverse correlation with JIF)?

3.What is the 

publication/notification timeline?

4.Are there any fees?

Select 1 journal, and 1 or 2 backups



Journal Evaluation Tools

Quantitative
ÅStandardized Metrics

ÅJournal Impact Factors (JIFs)

Åacceptance rates 

Åcitations

Å Popularity Rankings in your Field 

ÅProfessional organizations 

recommend 

Qualitative 
Å Topics/Focus/Mission

ÅQuality of  papers recently published

ÅEditorial Board/Professional 

Associations 



Browzine
ÅSJRindicator:

ÅWeighted Citations for 3 years 

ÅJournal reputation/ importance



Browzine



Elsevier Journal Finder



Journal Guide

Research Square



Jane



EdanzJournal Selector



Journal Impact Factors (JIF)

ÅJournal impact factors (JIF):  how often the average article 

in a journal is cited in 1 year. 

ÅWhere to Find JIF:

ÅJournalõs Website

ÅScimagoJournal and Country Rank

ÅSCI Journal Impact Factor List

ÅAim high but not too high

High JIF    = High Quality

Low Acceptance Rate

https://www.scimagojr.com/index.php
https://www.scijournal.org/


Journal Impact Factors (JIF)



Scrimago



Peer Review?
ÅLibrary Databases

ÅUse Journal Title Search

ÅJournalõs official website

ÅSubmission instructions

ÅRequires multiple copies 

Åmastheadof  the publication 



Masthead Example



Journalõs Official Website

ÅEditorial Board

ÅPeer-review/editing process

ÅAuthor instructions and publication timeline

ÅAcceptance rate*

ÅJIF* 

ÅPrevious issues 

ÅAlso check the library 



Open Access Journals 



What is Open Access 

(OA)?

Source:  Peter Suber: http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/brief.htm

http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/brief.htm


OA Journal

Truths
ÅReputable Options have:

Åsame peer review process 

ÅIndexed in the same databases

ÅListed in Journal Impact tools 

ÅCan have high JIF

ÅProvide òfinancial aidó options 



Journals with 

OA Options
ÅTraditional Journal publishers 

provide open access option to 

authors

ÅCompliance with funding 

requirements



Benefits of  

OA

ÅMore access = more readers 

ÅMore readers = More citations 



Protect Yourself

ÅBe cautious of  solicitation emails

ÅAvoid unrealistic turn around 
times 

ÅAvoid online-only versions of  a 
reputable journal

ÅNot in Journal search tools or in 
Directory of  Open Access 
Journals 

ÅRecently created website or 
suspicious website ownership 

ÅInterNIC Whoissearch

https://www.internic.net/whois.html


Beallõs List



Personal Metrics 



Online Presence 
Journals editors and peer reviews can/will ògoogleó you 



Measures

of  Success 

Åh5-index (Hirsch index): measure of  
how many publications a researcher has 
and the times they have been cited by 
others for the last 5 years

ÅEx. H-index: 5 Ą 5 published papers, 
each cited at least 5 times. 

ÅBetter quality = higher H-index

ÅAltmetrics: òquality and quantity of 
attention that a scholarly workó on 
social media, citations, and downloads 

ÅDimensions

https://app.dimensions.ai/discover/publication


Social Media For 

Scholars
Benefits:

ÅShare your work to increase visibility and 

potential for collaboration

ÅTrack your scholarship progress with 

metrics

ÅStay up to date on the latest research in 

your field



Academia

Research Gate Academia Mendeley

Subjects Most subjects Science, health,cognitive sci, 

Math, Computer Science

Most subjects 

Users verified?
R ? Q

Data, article sharing, 
R R R

Citation manager
Q Q R

Strengths Collaboration ArticleLibrary Variety of  Formats

# of  Users 15 mil 67 mil 6 mil

Users at CUW 730 160 7?



Check Your 

Publisherõs Policies

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/index.php



Google Scholar 

Profiles Benefits:

ÅSee who is citing your 

publications

ÅFind your h-index



Steps:

1.Log in with a 

Gmail account

2.Fill in your 

information


